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WORSHIPPING STATUS-QUOISM 

Why do Indian Communists Fail? 

Hari Murthy 

Not Indian communists but Communists in every other country seem to fail in attaining their 

much acclaimed goal of social revolutions. In general the reasons those can be attributed to the 

failure of Indian Communists also, more or less, hold good to Communists of the world. The 

term social revolution is used to signify Marxist revolution since the opinion is divided on the 

character of revolution as also on the issue of identifying the classes and their roles. The 

Communists also differ on the approaches and tactics to be employed to achieve the objectives 

they set for themselves. Every issue, every aspect of revolution is a reason for the Indian 

Communists to split. 

Among many those whose names can be mentioned are the Communist Party of India (CPI), 

the Communist Party of India (Marxist) or CPI(M) and Communist Party of lndia(Marxist- Leninist) 

or CPI(ML). The CPI, CPI (M) parties are called traditional communist parties and are referred to 

as revisionist parties by the CPI (ML) parties. The CPI and CPI(M) though agree on 

characterization of Indian revolution differ on the tactics and approaches. To some extent the 

two parties also differ on the conduct of party affairs, on enrollment and grooming of party 

cadre. The CPI (ML) parties are generally called as ultra left or Naxalite parties and again they 

are many. Apart from the above there exist insignificant groups like SUCI, MCPI, etc etc. 

The most prominent of all CPI (ML) groups, the one which makes frequently to national media 

is the CPI (Maoist). All the CPI(ML) groups have agreed on the characterization of revolution, 

that their characterization of revolution is New Democratic Revolution, same as Mao's China 

revolution, but different on the tactics to be employed in waging the class struggle. The divisions 

in the CPI (ML) groups are so wide and deep that some of the divisions led to internecine wars 

among the groups. The CPI(ML) People's War group by its militant acts and extra-ordinary 

practices has more or less made the existence of other groups insignificant and irrelevant. 

The ailments : One kind of ailment afflicts the right to left of parties like CPI and CPI(M). 

Altogether different kind ails the ultra left. The CPI and CPI (M) parties are run of the mill parties 

having long ago abandoned the creative study of Marxist doctrines and their implementations 

to the concrete situations of the country. The Marxist spirit conveniently escaped from the body 

of their political thought. These parties are miserably failing in building mass movements on 

contemporary issues faced by the people of the country let alone the class movement that 

overthrows the existing system. Not even thinking of building civil movements to expand their 

sphere of influence. Their reach is not even as wide as other political parties. Well meaning 

individuals and civil activists are able to arouse public consciousness on mundane issues like 

corruption, climate change, bureaucratic red-tapism, Government indifference as well as on 

issues like Special Economic Zones and forceful land acquisition policies, establishment of 



hazardous nuclear plants etc. It is surprising that these are not issues to the left (and of course to 

the ultra left). Except occasionally and realistically raising hue and cry on price rise of 

commodities or oil etc , CPI and CPI(M) parties never seem to engage themselves on numerous 

issues affecting the people. Workers' wage enhancement, even enhancement of unorganized 

workforce wages ceased to be a major demand nowadays. Economic demands, welfare issues 

of traditional industrial and agricultural workers have taken backseat. New set of issues have 

come to forefront and attained primacy. Thus, left is not left with formal economic issues and 

pathetically it fails to understand the need to wage struggles on newly cropped up public 

issues. The left does not think to arouse public opinion on the new issues mentioned earlier and 

to integrate movements built on different issues into a pan India movement. 

The left is deeply sunk into parliamentary politics and exhibits no desire to break open the 

shackles with which it has enslaved itself. Apart from lack of desire to fire with Marxist spirit on 

the issues confronting the people, it does not speak the language of people. Marxist real spirit 

is no more with these parties but a little bit of jargon is still with them. 

The ultra left deserves the harshest of criticisms. It knows parroting Lenin and Mao slogans 

and fears if the slogans are not repeated by cadre the revolution gets diluted. Often it is said, 

said by Marxist forefathers as well as others, that Marxism is not a dogma but guide to action. 

That is exactly what Lenin and Mao had done and Indian revolutionaries fail to do. Did Lenin 

not teach new lessons in Marxism by deviating from the hitherto established notions about 

socialist revolutions, notions of party building and did Mao not teach new lessons in Marxism 

by departing from the Russian path of revolution and tactics? Does it seem inappropriate to 

conclude that Indian society has undergone changes, as no society remains stagnant over a 

period, giving rise to a new set of productive relations, classes and class antagonisms, and 

does not a fast changing society mandate fresh interpretation and strategies? 

The ultra left, talking about PWG now CPI (Maoist) as other ML groups  their activities are 

insignificant and restricted. Unlike the left, the ultra left does consider at least some of the issues 

like the ones mentioned earlier as real and serious issues but fails to understand that it itself has 

to overcome the hurdles that come in its way of building movements. The situation is that the 

ultra left has almost deserted the plain areas, no activities are conducted among industrial 

workers or agricultural workers, peasants and among other under-privileged segments of the 

population and still it fancies that guerilla war in some pockets of this vast land can successfully 

overthrow the system and usher in revolution. Common people are neither concerned nor 

bothered to think as to what went wrong with ultra left parties, programs and policies but 

convinced that it is not possible to bring about system change without considerable percentage 

of people belonging to plains and hills being brought into active struggles. 

The ultra left should reinvent Marxism to aptly interpret the changed conditions, devise 

means and tactics to build pan India movement on all issues, economic, social and global, and 

achieve the objective of social revolution. Of course all in the true spirit of Marxism. The wish is 

simple and small but the task is difficult and gigantic. 


